
 

The Education Activist Network Guide to…. 

Ten ways to build the national demonstration 
 

1.      Coordinate a General assembly on campus in the first week of term to build 

the momentum toward the 21st of November. Make sure that political groups are 

on board; speak with cultural societies, Students’ Union officers and local trade 

unionists. These assemblies should be broad but call for radical action including 

blockades, walk-outs and occupations. 

 

2.      Contact and organise amongst local college students around an FE walkout 

and the national demonstration. The FE Colleges were in many towns and cities, 

the head of the movement. Thousands of students walked out of college in 2010. 

Universities and colleges should twin to fan the flames of resistance across our towns. 

 

3.      Coordinate with the campus trade unions, the University and Colleges 

Union (UCU), Unite the Union and Unison. Cement the links that were made on the 

strike days and make clear that students will be with trade unionists in London on 

October 20th too.  

 

4.      Call a demonstration meeting in your department. In Quebec, the student 

strikes began not at a University level but within departments. Organise a meeting for 

students, lecturers and staff in your department making the argument of why we need 

to fight. These meeting should be called ‘Sociology/Politics/Arts/Physics etc students 

for November 21
st
’ 

 

5.      Flyer incoming students in accommodation for arrivals day. On arrivals day, 

thousands of students will be moving into their new accommodation. Let’s leaflet 

students and parents about the November demonstration: start from Day 1! 

 

6.      Cover campus and department corridors with posters for the 21st 

November. We need to make sure as many students and staff as possible, know about 

the demonstration, but also need to create a mood on campus. Show University 

management that students on campus are organised. 

 

7.      Hold stalls in the campus square or in common areas. This will give the 

opportunity to talk to more students about the arguments around HE and FE 

provision, what our education should look like and how we fight. This also serves as a 

transport ticket hub. 

 

8.      Do Lecture and canteen shout outs. Stand up in big introductory lectures and 

speak about the national demonstration. Distribute some leaflets and be ready outside 

afterwards to sell coach tickets or hand out flyers. We need to give the impression that 

everyone is talking about this demonstration. 

 

9.      Protest on campus. As the cuts begin to bite, module and department closures 

are becoming a reality in many places. In the run-up to November 21 organise a 

protest locally with students, the Students’ Union and trade unions and link this to the 

November protest as an opportunity for further resistance.  



 

10.   Organise a placard and banner making session. Politically, it is much more 

significant to march in a block with students and staff from the same University. Cut a 

double sheet in half and stitch it together lengthways for a long banner to march 

behind. 
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