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STUDENTS AND WORKERS – UNITE AND FIGHT! 
OVER 300 ATTEND TEACH-IN TO BUILD RESISTANCE AND SOLIDARITY 
  

This Saturday over 300 students and university workers came to King’s 
College London to unite and fight against the cuts in higher and further 
education, at a mass teach-in hosted by the London Education Activist 
Network. Participants included lecturers who have defeated cuts through 
industrial action in Tower Hamlets College and Leeds University, and 
students who have been campaigning to defend their education in 
universities from Sussex to Strathclyde. 

After a day of lively workshops, the electric final session included a 
report from Nikos Lountos, an Athens student who reported from the 
general strikes in Greece. Popular left-wing academic Terry Eagleton 
warned that the economic crisis was being used as a pretext to radically 
restructure universities. And perhaps the warmest response was given to 
Lesley McGorrigan from Leeds UCU, who explained how an active and 
political union branch could unite its members and defeat the resolve of 
management. 

The teach-in was a success, but it was only the beginning. Delegates 
agreed on a plan of action, including regional teach-ins to replicate the 
experience of the day on our campuses, a regular bulletin to coordinate 
actions and campaigns on a national level, and a pledge to build 
resistance and solidarity in defence of jobs and education. 

SEE MORE ONLINE 
 

> Detailed notes from teach-in by academic Nina Power : 
http://tinyurl.com/yhjwgeq 

> Statement of intent and plan of action in full: 
http://wp.me/pPFyW-6 

 

STUDENTS IN OCCUPATION 
OVER 200 STORM GOVERNORS’ MEETING AGAINST CUTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Over 200 staff and students at the University of Westminster have protested, stormed the board of 
governors meeting and are currently in occupation, vice-chancellors office, in regard to recently 
proposed tutoring and administrative job cuts. 
 
Management are planning to slash 285 jobs by April and this follows the closures of the ceramics 
department and the nursery. Recently, over 150 staff and students placed a unanimous vote of no 
confidence in the vice-chancellor and his management at a rally addressing Westminster's severe 
proposed job cuts, on February, 17.  
 
The vice-chancellor has openly declared that job cuts are the initiative of the governors, not his. Well, 
demonstrators asked him for themselves, after storming past security and into the governor’s 
meeting. They were greeted by a board of governors who were ‘quaking in their boots;’ shortly after 
students persuaded Geoffrey Petts, the VC, to stick around for a grilling. 
 
Students stayed the night, and organised a solidarity demonstration the following day.  Many 
universities were occupied by students in solidarity with the Palestinians under attack by Israel.  This 

represents the second occupation against the education cuts, following a 2 day occupation of a 
corporate building owned by the university of Sussex last month 

> this report is an edited version of the blog: 
http://fightcutsatuow.blogspot.com 

 

> photos by Sky Arlett: 

http://www.flickr.com/worldofsky 
 

> video of occupation in Sussex last month: 
http://tinyurl.com/yz7qgoy 

 

STRIKE AT KCL 
STAFF PROTEST, BALLOT FOR ACTION 
 

Staff at King’s College London are balloting 
for industrial action this week as anger 
grows over plans to make up to 10% of 
staff redundant. 205 posts are currently at 
risk with more to follow.  
 

Under the plans, entire departments will 
close (Engineering, American Studies, 
Microbiology, Equality and Diversity) and it 
is estimated that up to a million hours of 
teaching, administration and research 
could be lost every year. 
 

The ballot will run from 4 March to 22 
March. Staff and students have planned a 

protest outside Somerset House on 12 
March following the College’s 
announcement that it intends to take over 
the East Wing of the building at a cost of 
tens of millions of pounds. 
 

There will also be a London-wide 
demonstration from King’s to Downing 
Street, assembling on the Strand site at 

noon on 20 March. Send messages of 
support and donations to the KCL UCU 
fighting fund to ucu@kcl.ac.uk. 
 

Jim Wolfreys, President KCL UCU 



 
 

UCU activist’s diary 

20th March 

DEMONSTRATION 
against education cuts 
Assemble 12pm, KCL (Strand) 

and march on Parliament. 
 

 

29th April 
co-ordinated action 
Branches balloting for action 

should aim to strike on this 

date.  Others should call a 
protest at lunchtime. 

CUTS PUSHED BACK BY INDUSTRIAL ACTION 
  
 

The immediate threat of compulsory redundancies was withdrawn at Leeds University 
because we had the union’s most solid strike planned with 100 pickets signed up. We also 
gained new procedures on organisational change; promoting job security, avoiding 
redundancy, engaging staff and academic freedom is back on the agenda.   UCU 
members remain vigilant; they know management will try to backslide and we may need 
to reactivate our strike.  This is how we built our campaign: 
 
UCU petitioned, held campus rallies, lobbied Senate and Council and held several well-
attended general meetings culminating in the strike ballot.  Union meetings have been 
the biggest ever with 300 people joining since campaigning started.  We are one of the 
largest, best organised branches because activists have campaigned within the union 
over many years.  
  
We set out to win the ballot by aiming to contact every member.  We established an 
action committee and got national UCU support. Door-knocking turned UCU into flesh and 
blood for members, resulting in a 66% turnout (the best ever for UCU), 64% yes to 
strike, 78% yes to action short of a strike.  We campaigned for maximum participation 
from members.  Many of us were inspired by the Tower Hamlets college strike victory. 
  

Campaign materials included: an alternative vision, letter to students/parents and a 
fantastic blogsite (read by management!).  Students organised meetings, demonstrations, 
facebook sites, petitions and  strike fund collections.  Students supporting lecturers in 
defence of jobs and education will have had a big impact on management. 
  
Sussex, Kings College, Westminster, UCL and others are balloting as waves of job cuts 
are announced.  We need a national campaign and action over jobs. We have a window 
before the general election; politicians don’t want strikes closing Universities: UCU should 
seize this opportunity to defend jobs and defend education.  
 

> More detailed version of Lesley’s report: 
http://wp.me/pPFyW-i 

 

> Leeds UCU blog: 
http://leedsucu.wordpress.com 

  

> Blog of student anti-cuts group: 
http://leedsuniversityagainstcuts 

.wordpress.com 

 

Lesley McGorrigan of Leeds 
University UCU reports on 
their victory and the 
campaigning tactics that 
made it possible. 
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Portsmouth University has begun a fight back against the cuts 
set to destroy higher education, writes Hannah Besford. 
 

Meetings began in December to begin to create a staff-student 
voice against the cuts and increasing threat of elitism within 
education. Portsmouth currently faces 5% percent cuts across 
the board, with at least 4 courses set to close and up to 100 
voluntary redundancies so far. 
 

We fear this is just the beginning, and are trying to build a mass 
campaign, contacting staff, students and unions (UNISON and 
UCU).  By the 24th February this culminated in a 100-strong 
rally, with speakers from UCU, a lecturer from the cuts-affected 
Art department, a sabbatical officer of the Students Union, a 
speaker from a recent occupation at Sussex University, and a 
representative from TUSC, the left electoral alternative. 
 

This is a fight at the national level.  Successes at Tower Hamlets 

College and Leeds University have given confidence to staff and 
students here in Portsmouth, and there is a definite mood for 
action. We did a collection for Leeds UCU’s fighting fund at the 
rally, and intend to protest in solidarity with Sussex UCU when 
they take strike action later this month. 
 

 

WHEN THEY SAY CUT BACK 

WE SAY FIGHT BACK! 
 
 

 

educationactivist@googlemail.com 

educationactivistnetwork.wordpress.com 
twitter.com/edactivistnet 

FIRST REGIONAL TEACH-IN PLANNED 
Regional teach-ins are to be held on the model of 
“Take Back Education”, helping build networks of 
solidarity and resistance around the UK.  The first 
to be confirmed is in the University of Essex on 
the Wednesday 24th March. 
 

STUDENT PROTESTS GAIN MOMENTUM 
On Wednesday 200 students protested at UCL, 
and at UEA 100 students tried to storm a building 
and won a promise of negotiation from their VC. 

INTO BATTLE 
AT SUSSEX UNI 
 

- RECORD VOTE FOR STRIKE 
 

- 2ND STUDENT OCCUPATION 
 

Sussex UCU have just voted for industrial action, with 76% supporting a strike on a turnout of 80.9% 
(breaking the record set by Leeds last month).  At the same time students have stormed Sussex 

House in solidarity – the second occupation in as many months by Sussex students. 
 

The unwavering support from a broad and 
militant student campaign has put management 
on the back foot, and been instrumental in 
giving staff the confidence to strike.  We expect 
to carry a report from campaigners in Sussex on 
the website very soon. 

 

> UCU press release: 
http://bit.ly/aNvoXU 

 

> student campaign blog: 

http://defendsussex.wordpress.com/ 


