
 
This union/branch notes: 
 
1. That the coalition government is determined to make unprecedented cuts to public spending, and 

that post-16 education has been singled out as a non-protected sector that will be 
disproportionately hit. 

 
2. That this summer the Browne review will be published and is expected to call for higher university 

fees, that there is speculation over the future of EMA for college students, that the coalition has 
already cut new university places and that David Willetts, Minister for Universities and Science, has 
called for fundamental reforms to ease the “burden” that education places on the taxpayer. 

 
3. That a number of universities and colleges have attempted to implement deep cuts this year, which 

the UCU has estimated could end up costing as many as 15,000 academic jobs. That as well as a 
profileration of local disputes, in the Autumn term there is the possibility of national ballots of UCU 
members. 

 
4. That industrial action and student militancy have prevented compulsory redundancies at King’s 

College London, Tower Hamlets College, Leeds University and elsewhere.  In other disputes such 
as Manchester College and the universities of London South Bank and Westminster have proved 
more intransigent and further solidarity is needed. 

 
5. That on 27

th
 February 2010 a teach-in of around 400 students and education workers launched the 

Education Activist Network to build, unite and co-ordinate resistance to attacks on education, and 
to provide a forum to discuss the future of education.  That the Education Activist Network has 
called a new conference on the 31st October 2010. 

 
This union/branch believes: 
 
1. That the planned cuts and “reforms” to education are neither necessary nor justified, and must be 

stopped. 
 
2. That industrial action by workers and occupations by students are effective tactics. 
 
3. That united we are stronger, and that an injury to one is an injury to all: when students and workers 

are under attack at one institution we must all provide the maximum solidarity. 
 
4. That while cuts are being implemented by university and college managers, it is the government 

that is driving them at a national level – and that we need to provide a national focus for our 
campaigns in order to challenge the government’s agenda. 

 
This union/branch resolves: 
 
1. To support strikes and occupations by students and education workers through solidarity protests, 

letter-writing, and raising donations. 
 
2. To mobilise for the protest against austerity outside the Conservative Party conference in 

Birmingham on the 3
rd

 October 2010. 
 
3. To affiliate to the Education Activist Network, paying a £ 50 / 100 /   _ affiliation fee (payable to 

King’s College London UCU) and providing transport for at least 5 / 10 / 20+ delegates to the 31
st
 

October national conference. 

http://educationactivistnetwork.wordpress.com 
http://twitter.com/edactivistnet 

educationactivist@googlemail.com 
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