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After LSE accepts Gaddafi’s blood money... 

WE NEED UNIVERSITIES 

OF SOLIDARITY 

University Vice Chancellors, whose organisation 

Universities UK will be holding its members’ 

meeting this Thursday, are preparing to hike up 

tuition fees and make attacks on the jobs, pay and 

pensions of university workers. Many of them are 

also complicit in the brutal repression of protes-

tors in the Middle East. 
 

Dictators’ donations 

For example, the London School of Economics 

(LSE) Centre for Global Governance accepted a 

£1.5million donation from Saif al-Islam Gaddafi, 

now the public face of the murderous dictatorship 

in Libya. Embarrassed LSE managers have now 

said that they will freeze cooperation with the re-

gime, but students are demanding a full apology 

and the return of Gaddafi’s blood money to the 

Libyan people. 
 

Many too are outraged by the British govern-

ment’s policy of selling arms to repressive re-

gimes across the world. Libya, Bahrain and Egypt 

have all used British weapons to put down pro-

tests, but instead of apologising David Cameron 

has embarked upon a sales tour of the region with 

representatives of 8 major arms manufacturers. 

These same arms manufacturers work closely with 

many universities, eager to recruit graduates and 

benefit from research projects. 
 

Fees, cuts and weapons 
 

This is the darker side of neoliberalism in our uni-

versities. Funding cuts and marketisation mean 

that universities are keen to increase fees, cut con-

tact time, close courses and impose redundancies 

and pay freezes on their workers. But they also 

mean that universities have to “diversify their 

funding base” – in other words, accept money 

from whoever is offering, from dictators to arms 

dealers, without questioning the human cost. 
 

We stand in solidarity with the people of countries 

like Tunisia, Egypt and Libya as they demand 

bread, freedom and dignity. But we also stand for 

a free and publicly funded education system, with-

out fees, cuts or dodgy deals with big businesses 

and worse. 
 

Join us as we march on the Vice Chancellors’ 

conference in London this Thursday. 

Thurs 24 Feb 
Demonstration at the Universities UK spring meeting 
NO FEES, NO CUTS, NO DEALS WITH DICTATORS 
 

2pm Woburn House, Tavistock Square, London WC1H  9HQ 


