
Today’s students are tomorrow’s pensioners 
 

STRIKE 

FOR OUR 

FUTURE 

EDUCATION ACTIVIST NETWORK 

Who will be striking on 30 June? 
Nearly a million workers could take action on the day, 

from the UCU, PCS, NUT and ATL unions. This includes 
teaching staff in thousands of schools, colleges and uni-

versities. It will be the biggest strike since the coalition 

government took power. 
 

What are they striking for? 
The employers, backed up by the government, want to 

change the way that pensions are calculated. Under the 

new system, people would pay more while they work and 
receive less money when they retire. Some workers 

would lose tens of thousands of pounds that they have 

already paid into their pension fund. 
 

Are the changes necessary? 
No! Britain already spends less on pensions than most 

other developed countries, and the cost of public sector 
pensions is set to decline significantly over the next 40 

years. The deficit crisis was not caused by spending on 

pensions, welfare or public services, but by the money 
given to bankers in 2007. 
 

Will any of this affect students? 
Yes! Pension funds are being weakened across the public 

and private sectors, with the full backing of the govern-
ment. David Cameron and Nick Clegg have already at-

tacked young people with tuition fees, education cuts and 

the scrapping of EMA – now they want us to look for-
ward to poverty in our old age as well. 
 

What can the strikes achieve? 

The strikes, like the student protests, can show that people 

are not willing to accept cuts for a crisis we didn’t create. 
These strikes are particularly important because they are 

coordinated strikes involving workers in many different 

workplaces—and hopefully students too. They can show 
that we are united in our determination to stop the cuts. 
 

What can students do? 

When workers in France went on strike to defend pen-

sions, students organised walkouts and “student strikes” 
too. Some schools and colleges were even occupied and 

barricaded by their students! Student protests in Britain 

have already shaken the government. United with workers 
we can go much further. 
 

On 30 June, students need to strike alongside their teach-
ers and other public sector workers. Students should be a 

big part of every picket line and every demonstration. 

This can be a day of action for everybody to unite and 
fight against a government that is out to wreck our educa-

tion system. 

 

 

 

STUDENT STRIKE: French students took action 

alongside workers to defend pension rights in 2010. 
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Find out more: Keep up-to-date with the resistance 

at educationactivistnetwork.wordpress.com 
 

30 June event on Facebook: on.fb.me/m6hTGX 
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