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Question: What does the withdrawal of 

the HE Bill mean for our universities?  

The government’s decision to withdraw its Higher 

Education Bill appears to indicate weakness and 

retreat. Yet most of the reforms outlined in its HE 

White Paper are being implemented anyway, from 

the new fees regime and admissions market to the 

escalating audit culture and creeping privatisation 

of the sector. Fees have seen university admissions 

for the coming year fall dramatically in some 

institutions, while competition between 

universities and other providers is intensifying and 

could result in some institutions going to the wall 

in the near future.   

Question: What is happening to our 

courses?  

The number of full-time undergraduate courses on 

offer at UK universities has fallen by more than a 

quarter (27%) since 2006. Although students in 

England will be expected to pay fees up to £9,000 

a year, their range of options has narrowed 

considerably. The number of single subject STEM 

courses is down 15% while Arts and Humanities 

courses are down 14%. German and French studies 

are no longer available as a single subject in 

eastern England and the north-east. This trend is 

set to intensify.   

Question: What is the NUS week of 

action?  

The National Union of Students has called for a 

national day of walk-outs on 14 March. This is an 

opportunity for staff and students to rally to the 

defence of our education. The current furore over 

the government's NHS reforms and workfare 

programme show that the Coalition is vulnerable 

to pressure - just two weeks before the 28 March 

strikes these walkouts can strengthen our 

resistance.  

 

What can staff and students do to build 

this action?  

∙ set up a petition or pledge in support of the 

action for staff and students to sign  

∙ set up a staff-student meeting ask staff to hold 

their lectures on another day so that students 

won’t have a reason to miss the walk-out  

∙ set up a big organising meeting with an EAN 

speaker. E-Mail us. 

Question: What is happening with the 

strikes in education?  

Members of UCU in Further Education and post-92 

universities in the Teachers' Pension Scheme (TPS) 

are being consulted about further strike action in 

the continuing row over government changes to 

their pensions. These consultations are expected 

to result in a strike of up to 750 000 public sector 

workers on 28 March. For staff in higher education 

these strikes are an essential part of opposition to 

government attempts to drive down costs in 

preparation for the privatisation of the sector.  

What can staff and students do to build 

this action?  

∙ Send messages of support to your nearest striking 

UCU branch, pass a solidarity motion in your 

UCU/Unison branch or student union and start a 

petition for staff and students in solidarity with 

those on strike  

∙ Set up a joint student-staff meeting in your 

department so that students know what the strike 

is about, and lecturers know they have their 

students' support.  

∙ Organise a teach-out for the day of the strike 

where staff and students can share experiences 

and learn from each other. You can have sessions 

on the pensions dispute, international struggles 

against austerity and education cuts, or whatever 

people are interested in learning about at your 

institution. 


